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2l (CLICK ON QUESTION): Detailed
justification of the proposal in the Q&A

1)  Which European Union neighbourhood should
fall within the sphere of European peace?

2) Why should the European Union guarantee the
right of peoples in the sphere of European peace to
choose their relationship with the EU?

3) Does it mean the possibility of future
membership of these countries in the European
Union?

4)  Why should predominantly Orthodox countries
with ties to Russia, such as Montenegro, North
Macedonia, and Moldova, become members of the
European Union?

5) Why Serbia, an Orthodox country with close
ties to Russia, should become a member of the
European Union?

6) Why should politically unstable Bosnia and
Herzegovina, plagued by intractable internal
disputes and economically unviable, become a
member of the European Union?

7)  Why should economically backward Ukraine
become a member of the European Union?

8) Why should Georgia, a distant country
somewhere beyond the borders of Europe, whose
neighbours are exclusive allies of Russia and Turkey
and whose territory is occupied by Russia, become a
member of the European Union?

9) And what about Belarus and Armenia,
countries of the EU Eastern Partnership?

10)  Why should the EU's political and military
power guarantee the integrity of EU territory against
threats from Russia?

11)  How should the EU eliminate Russia's
influence and soft power?

h (KLIKNI NA OTAZKU): Podrobné
zdivodnéni navrhu v otazkach a odpovédich

1) Jaké sousedstvi Evropské unie by mélo spadat
do sféry Evropského miru?

2) Pro¢ ma Evropska unie rucit za pravo narodua
ve sféfe Evropského miru zvolit si svlij vztah k EU?

3) Znamena to moznost budouciho ¢lenstvi
uvedenych zemi v Evropské unii?

4)  Proc¢ by se mély pfevazné pravoslavné zemé s
vazbou na Rusko, jako jsou Cerna Hora, Severni
Makedonie a Moldavie, stat cleny Evropské unie?

5) Pro¢ by se mélo Srbsko, pravoslavna zemé s
tzkou vazbou na Rusko, stat ¢lenem Evropské unie?

6) Proc¢ by se méla politicky nestabilni Bosna a
Hercegovina, zmitana nefeSitelnymi vnitinimi spory
a ekonomicky neperspektivni, stat clenem Evropské
unie?

7) Proc by se méla hospodaisky zaostala Ukrajina
stat clenem Evropské unie?

8) Proc by se mé¢la Gruzie, vzdalena zem¢ kdesi
za hranici Evropy, jejiz sousedé jsou vyhradné
spojenci Ruska a Turecka a jejiz ¢ast tizemi je
okupovana Ruskem, stat ¢lenem Evropské unie?

9) A co Beélorusko a Arménie, zemé& Vychodniho
partnerstvi EU?

10)  Pro¢ by méla politicka a vojenska moc EU
zarucovat celistvost uzemi EU vici hrozbam ze
strany Ruska?

11)  Jak by méla EU eliminovat vliv a mékkou
silu Ruska?



ENGLISH: Detailed justification of the proposal in the Q&A

1) Which European Union neighbourhood should fall within the sphere of
European peace?

It is in the immediate neighbourhood of the European Union in the Balkans, the Black
Sea Area and Scandinavia, where there are countries that voluntarily subscribe to its
values or wish to join the Union. In this area, the European Union must be strong
enough to guarantee European peace - that is, their right to freely choose their
relationship with the EU.

These are, in particular, the countries of the Balkans, such as Serbia, Montenegro, Boshia and
Herzegovina, North Macedonia, Albania, Kosovo and Moldova, and the countries of the Black Sea
Area, such as Ukraine and Georgia. To some extent, it is also about countries in Scandinavia, such as
Norway and Iceland, or in Central Europe, such as Switzerland.

2) Why should the European Union guarantee the right of peoples in the
sphere of European peace to choose their relationship with the EU?

The EU should be strong enough economically, politically, and militarily to protect the
countries in its neighbourhood that voluntarily subscribe to its values or wish to join
the Union, from pressure from their powerful neighbours.

The European Union is unique in its ability to integrate countries that voluntarily aspire to become
members. Whether for its respect for human dignity, so sorely lacking in its neighbourhood, for its
wealth, or for its ability to bring together smaller nations facing pressure from powerful neighbours.

In the past, empires in particular have had the ability to integrate their neighbours, subjugating them
and turning them into provinces without significant influence on decision-making at the centre. In
contrast, the European Union is a voluntary integration grouping of medium-sized and smaller nation-
states that have joined together in defence against the great powers, are in solidarity with each other
and, as equal members, participate together in the decision-making of the whole.

Like the 11 post-Communist countries of Central Europe, the Balkans and the Baltics that voluntarily
joined the EU in 2004-13, the populations of other countries in the Balkans, the Caucasus and Eastern
Europe are interested in joining, or even eager to join, the Union. The EU should not allow such
countries to be exposed to threats from regional powers, notably Russia, Turkey, and Saudi Arabia.

3) Does it mean the possibility of future membership of these countries in
the European Union?

Definitely yes. All the countries of the European Peace Sphere, that is to say, all the
countries of the Balkans from Albaniato Moldova, as well as Ukraine and Georgia, must
have a clear perspective of future membership of the European Union, because they
are part of the European geopolitical space and are making enormous efforts to adapt
to the standards of the European Union.



4) Why should predominantly Orthodox countries with ties to Russia, such
as Montenegro, North Macedonia, and Moldova, become members of the
European Union?

Because the Balkans are part of Europe, we share a common history, geography,
cultural heritage and common opportunities and challenges today (European Foreign
Minister Federica Mogherini, 2018). Because Orthodoxy is already strongly embedded
in the European Union and is far from being a civilisation exclusively linked to Russia,
as Samuel Huntington claimed in the 1990s. Orthodox countries with a strong pro-
European orientation already include EU members Greece, Romania and Bulgaria.

Orthodox countries with a strong pro-European and anti-Russian orientation are Ukraine and Georgia.
Two other countries, North Macedonia and Moldova, have very strong historical, cultural, religious and
linguistic links with Bulgaria and Romania, which are already members of the European Union and
whose dominant links are not with Russia but with Europe.

Not only North Macedonia (from 2020) but also Montenegro (from 2017) have already confirmed their
ties to the West through their NATO memberships. Montenegro already clearly linked its future to the
European Union in 1997, when it introduced first the Deutsche Mark as its currency and, after its
demise, the Euro. All three countries have an association agreement in force with the European Union:
North Macedonia since 2004, Montenegro since 2010 and Moldova since 2016. The first two countries
under the Stabilisation and Association Process (SAP) for the Western Balkans countries, the third one
under the Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area (DCFTA) with the European Union, which gives
it the four freedoms of the EU Single Market — free movement of goods, services, capital and people.

Montenegro formally applied to join the EU in 2008 and accession negotiations have been ongoing
since 2012. North Macedonia submitted its application in 2004 and accession negotiations were
launched in 2020 after the country signed the Prespa Agreement in 2018 to normalise its relations with
Greece and to rename the country. Currently, relations with Bulgaria, which rejects the existence of the
Macedonian language, remain strained. In its 2018 Strategy for the Western Balkans, the European
Union identified both Montenegro and North Macedonia as future members of the Union.

5) Why Serbia, an Orthodox country with close ties to Russia, should
become a member of the European Union?

Because Serbia has been closely linked culturally and politically with Europe for almost
two hundred years. Because Belgrade, like Vienna, Prague, Budapest, and Bucharest,
has been built into a modern city in the manner of Paris. Because Serbia is well
advanced in its EU accession negotiations. Because Greece, with which Serbia has
close cultural ties, is also in the EU. And because Serbiais surrounded by EU countries
such as Romania, Bulgaria, Hungary, and Croatia.

The Serbian national movement originated in the 1820s in the territory of Austria-Hungary in Budapest
and Vojvodina. Serbia was already an ally of France in the First World War. After the war, Yugoslavia
(initially as the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes) became one of the three key pro-French
countries in Central and Eastern Europe that together formed the Little Entente (the others were
Czechoslovakia and Romania). Even after the Second World War, Tito's communist regime maintained
close relations with Western Europe, and generations of Serbs grew up with close cultural ties to it.
These ties were briefly severed by the regime of Slobodan Milosevic, who rode a wave of Serbian
nationalism, irredentism, and expansionism, backed by Russia, in 1987-2000.



However, Serbian politics after 2000 reasserted itself in favour of the country's European direction. In
2008, an association agreement with the EU was signed, in 2009 Serbia applied to join the EU and visas
for Serbs travelling to the Schengen area were lifted, and in 2012 the country officially became a
candidate for EU accession. The association agreement with the EU in the framework of the
Stabilisation and Association Process (SAP) for the Western Balkans countries entered into force in
2013, and negotiations for Serbia's accession began in 2014. In its 2018 Strategy for the Western
Balkans, the European Union identified Serbia as a future member of the Union.

Serbia fully committed to cooperate with the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia
(ICTY) as early as 2007. Also, in 2013, it signed the Brussels Treaty on the normalisation of relations
with Kosovo, under which it committed not to block Kosovo's path towards the European Union. Also,
the majority of the Serbian population supports its accession to the European Union.

6) Why should politically unstable Bosnia and Herzegovina, plagued by
intractable internal disputes and economically unviable, become a
member of the European Union?

Because instability will not last forever. It can be argued that the political
representations of the Bosnian Muslims, Serbs and Croats are incapable of good
governance and that huge funds from the European Union are being wasted in the
country. That the Bosnian Serbs have close links with Russia and the Bosnian Muslims
have close links with Turkey and Saudi Arabia, both being competitors of the European
Union. But Bosnia's European heritage, whether through the former Yugoslavia or
Austria-Hungary, is so dominant and the Bosnian emigrant community in the European
Union so large that Bosnia and Herzegovina's attraction to the European Union is
unrivalled by either Turkey or Russia.

Bosnia and Herzegovina linked its destiny to Europe as early as the Dayton Treaty in 1995, when the
currency became the Convertible Mark, pegged first to the Deutsche Mark and then to the Euro after
the former's demise. Since 2015, the country has had an association agreement with the European Union
under the Stabilisation and Association Process (SAP) for the Western Balkans countries and applied
for membership in 2016. It is currently considered by the EU as a potential candidate for membership.
In its 2018 Strategy for the Western Balkans, the European Union identified Bosnia and Herzegovina
as a future member country. Towards NATO, the country has been a participant in the Membership
Action Plan (MAP) since 2018, currently as the only non-member country.

The close ties of Bosnian Serbs to Russia are primarily an expression of protest against the inability of
Republika Srpska, one of Bosnia and Herzegovina's two member states, to establish close relations with
Serbia. If the European Union were to stop enforcing the restrictions on Republika Srpska's autonomy
guaranteed by the Dayton Peace Treaty, if it were to stop insisting on the indivisibility of Bosnia and
Herzegovina and preventing Republika Srpska in Boshia from having close relations with Serbia with
the possible prospect of future mutual integration, Moscow's influence would be reduced not only
among the Bosnian Serbs but also in Belgrade.

7) Why should economically backward Ukraine become a member of the
European Union?

Because Ukrainians have proven in several elections since 2014 that their clear
orientation towards the European Union has no alternative. It is irrelevant that Ukraine



has lost Donbas, the former engine of its economy, to the Russian occupation.
European investment in western and central Ukraine or on its Black Sea coast can
significantly reorient the country. European investors just need security guarantees
from Euro-Atlantic structures that their investments will not be lost.

As the economic reforms around 2000 in Estonia, Slovakia, Lithuania, Poland and Romania have
shown, even seemingly economically backward countries can pick themselves up and embark with
unexpected vigour on the path of economic catching up with the European Union. Ukraine should be
viewed in a similar way. It has the enormous advantage, moreover, that hundreds of thousands of its
citizens have experience of working in the European Union.

Ukraine has had an association agreement with the European Union since 2017, has visa-free travel
with the Schengen area and is part of the Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area (DCFTA) with the
European Union, which gives it the four freedoms of the EU Single Market — free movement of goods,
services, capital and people. In 2014, the European Parliament also recognised Ukraine's right to apply
to join the Union.

8) Why should Georgia, a distant country somewhere beyond the borders of
Europe, whose neighbours are exclusive allies of Russia and Turkey and
whose territory is occupied by Russia, become a member of the European
Union?

There are a number of reasons for this: its strategic location on the Black Sea coast
and along the strategic gas and oil pipelines heading from the Caspian region to
Europe, its strong pro-European and anti-Russian orientation, the stabilising effect of
its membership on the Caucasus region, but also the strategic fact that its anchoring
in Euro-Atlantic structures such as the EU and NATO is much more important than its
territorial integrity.

Georgia is not an exclave somewhere in the distance. It is located on the coast of the Black Sea, which
is very much a European sea. 10% of the length of its coastline is made up of European Union members
Bulgaria and Romania. The other 48% is the coastline of Ukraine, which has ambitions to become a
member of the EU. If Georgia were to become a member, three-fifths of the Black Sea coastline would
be the coastline of the European Union.

Moreover, it is not true that Georgia is not a European country at all. Definitions of the south-eastern
border of the European continent differ. In particular, four definitions of this border have been
commonly used over the last two centuries, ranging from the northernmost on the Don River, the border
in the Kum-Manych depression, the border at the main watershed of the Greater Caucasus, and the
southernmost one along the Araxes and Akhurian rivers, defining the Soviet Union's border with Turkey
and Iran. The three Transcaucasian republics of the Soviet Union, including Georgia, were commonly
regarded as the "European republics” of the USSR. Georgia now has closer cultural and political ties to
Europe than to West Asia and, by extension, the Middle East, so it naturally became one of the six post-
Soviet republics in the EU's Eastern Partnership.

Georgia has had an association agreement with the European Union since 2016 and has had visa-free
travel to the Schengen area since 2017. It has also been part of the Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade
Area (DCFTA) with the European Union since 2016, which gives it the four freedoms of the EU Single
Market — free movement of goods, services, capital, and people. The vast majority of its population and
political representation support membership. The current government plans to apply for EU



membership in 2024. Georgia is also seeking its inclusion in the NATO Membership Action Plan
(MAP), which was already under negotiation at the 2008 NATO Bucharest Summit.

It is true that Georgia is located between Russia and its ally Armenia on the one hand and Turkey and
its ally Azerbaijan on the other. However, Georgia has been the most resistant of all the post-Soviet
countries to Russian power groups such as the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) or the
Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU). It is also a rapidly developing country, which has continuously
aligned itself with the West since the Rose Revolution in November 2003. Georgia's membership of the
European Union and other Euro-Atlantic structures, including NATO, can be a stabilising factor in the
volatile Caucasus region. After all, there is the experience of 1918, when Georgia under the German
protectorate was protected from a terrible war to the south, east and north of its borders.

Many opponents of Georgia's membership of the Euro-Atlantic structures argue that part of its territory
is occupied by Russia, so that after joining the EU, the Union would find itself in direct conflict with
Russia. The bad precedent here is the entry of Cyprus in 2004, part of whose territory is occupied by
Turkey. However, Georgia, with its long-standing anti-Russian orientation, has no strategic alternative
other than rapprochement with the European Union. The territories occupied by Russia are not
ethnically Georgian but are the nation states of the Abkhazians and Ossetians. Therefore, more
important than preserving Georgia's integrity may be considered its firm anchorage in the West.

The model here is Adenauer's Germany after World War 11, which had two alternatives. Either it could
have maintained its national integrity as a neutral country in the power vacuum between the West and
the Soviet Union. Or it could have joined NATO and become part of the West without the territories
occupied by Russia, where communist East Germany was created. It chose the latter option, which
allowed the Federal Republic of Germany to become one of the richest, most economically advanced,
and politically influential countries in Europe. Georgia should choose the same path.

Moreover, Abkhazia and South Ossetia, which are occupied by Russia, had already expressed a clear
desire not to become part of an independent Georgia during the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991 as
autonomous entities, which, in accordance with Soviet law at the time, should have resulted in their
separation from Georgia. In this, they differ fundamentally from the Ukrainian Crimea or the Moldovan
Transnistria, the former of which did not want to exercise this option at the time, while the latter never
had this right as it was not an officially recognised autonomous entity. The security and political future
of Georgia, located in the Caucasus, which is torn by fierce rivalry between Russia and Turkey, is so
important that it should join the European Union and NATO at all costs, even at the cost of giving up
Abkhazia and South Ossetia. After all, Russian Foreign Minister Lavrov declared back in 2019 that
Georgia's entry into NATO without Abkhazia and South Ossetia would not be considered an act of war
by Russia.

9) And what about Belarus and Armenia, countries of the EU Eastern
Partnership?

Unlike Ukraine, Moldova, and Georgia, these two countries have much closer relations
with the EU's competitor Russia than with the EU itself. Therefore, there is currently no
realistic medium-term prospect of these two countries joining the European Union.

Armenia. Until the fall of the Ottoman Empire at the end of the First World War, the Armenians were
naturally embedded in the Middle Eastern environment along with the Turks, the Caucasian Tatars
(Azerbaijanis), Persians, Kurds, Assyrians, Greeks, Arabs, Berbers and Jews. However, after the
emergence of nation-states on the ruins of the Ottoman Empire, particularly Turkey and Azerbaijan,



which were hostile to Armenians, and the loss of interest in the Caucasus and Eastern Anatolia by the
USA, Britain, Italy and France, Armenians found themselves isolated. Their only link to the rest of the
world was Russia, which reconquered Armenia in 1922. Although Armenia, unlike Russia, is not an
Orthodox country, even after the collapse of the Soviet Union, Russia is the only relevant ally of a weak
Armenia that can protect it from a potentially hostile Turkey and Azerbaijan. Closer relations with the
European Union are thus logically hampered by Armenia's membership in the Russian power blocs, the
Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) and the Collective Security Treaty Organisation (CSTO).

Although some Armenian political circles claim to be pro-Western and pro-European, the only route
for landlocked Armenia to Europe is through Georgia. But Georgia is rather hostile to Armenia for two
reasons. One is the Armenian irredentism in the Lori and Javakheti regions, which led to the war in
December 1918 and the political conflict in the 1990s. The other is Georgia's alliance with Azerbaijan
against Russia in the GUAM organisation, and also with Turkey along the Baku-Thilisi-Ceyhan (BTC)
pipeline and South Caucasus Pipeline (SCP). Therefore, even Armenia's democratic regime has no
chance to establish closer relations with the European Union after the Velvet Revolution in spring 2018.
Its isolation was demonstrated by the Karabakh war in autumn 2020. Unfortunately, Armenia, although
demaocratic, is nothing more than a democratic experiment of the Putin regime in its satellite state.

However, the Karabakh war also showed the weakness of Russia, which, if it was to maintain close
relations with Azerbaijan in the face of strong competition from Turkey, must have necessarily betrayed
Armenia. Armenia thus found itself in a power vacuum somewhere between Russia and the EU. In
2021, the Comprehensive and Enhanced Partnership Agreement (CEPA) between Armenia and the EU
came into force and Armenian politicians are considering applying for EU membership. However, until
Armenia is able to establish friendly relations with Georgia, the Nagorno-Karabakh issue is finally
resolved with Azerbaijan and the Armenian Genocide issue with Turkey, but also until the European
Union is powerful enough to make Ukraine and Georgia an unquestionable part of it, Armenia cannot
become a member or candidate for EU membership, and Russia will remain its only geopolitical
alternative.

A partially free Belarus did emerge after the collapse of the Russian Empire and the subsequent Peace
of Brest-Litovsk in March 1918 under a German protectorate, but it lasted only eight months and did
not survive the withdrawal of German troops at the end of the First World War. No national identity
could have developed in such a short period. The Bolsheviks replaced it with the so-called Litbel
(Lithuanian-Belarusian Soviet Socialist Republic), which was occupied by Poland and Bolshevik
Russia in the summer of 1919 after six months of existence. Eventually, Belarus was divided in the
summer of 1920: the west around the cities of Bialystok, Grodno and Brest went to Poland, the east
around Smolensk to Soviet Russia, and the central part around Minsk became the Belarusian Soviet
Socialist Republic, which joined the Soviet Union in December 1922. The Belarusians failed to
establish a national identity even under Soviet rule in 1922-91, and most of its population spoke
Russian.

In 1991, Belarus found itself as an independent state without a clear national identity. It was therefore
logical that after Lukashenko came to power (1994), a new association with Russia followed: first as
the Association of Russia and Belarus (1996), then the Union of Russia and Belarus (1997) and then
the Union State (2000). Under Lukashenko's regime, Belarusian national symbols and national language
are suppressed, so a substantial part of the population sees their country as a kind of derivative of Russia
and sees its place in the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) rather than in the EU. Even the mass
opposition movement that emerged after the rigged elections in the summer of 2020 has always stressed
that it is not anti-Russian, which is in stark contrast to the Ukrainian national movement after the 2014
Maidan. Thus, unlike in Ukraine, the Belarusian anti-regime movement can be considered more as a



democratic alternative to the Russian state. Even if successful, it would at most be a democratic
experiment by the Putin regime in its satellite state, similar to the situation in Armenia. Even if
Belarusian national identity were to eventually establish itself after the collapse of the Lukashenko
regime, it is unlikely that it would win out in the short term in opposition to Russia and turn towards
the European Union. Thus, even in the medium term, Belarus cannot be considered a potential member
of the European Union.

10)Why should the EU's political and military power guarantee the integrity
of EU territory against threats from Russia?

Because Russia never respects the sovereignty of states that come into its sphere of
influence. Because Russia is hostile to the European Union. Its political elites consider
the collapse of the Soviet Union and therefore the independence of the post-Soviet
members of the European Union (Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania) and other post-
communist EU members (Poland, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary, Romania and
Bulgaria) to be Russia's greatest tragedy. And because Russia is conducting
propaganda operations against the European Union aimed at disintegrating the
European Union as an economic competitor or controlling the economies of its
selected members to serve Russia's interests. Another objective is to win over some of
the countries of Central and Eastern Europe and Scandinaviato the Eurasian Economic
Union (EAEU) integration grouping, which would enable Russia to resume its great
power role on the global stage.

Russia's smaller neighbours have serious reasons to fear its expansionism. Russia has long had a
problem with respecting the sovereignty of neighbours it gains into its sphere of influence. This makes
it different from its Western partners or rivals.

It is well known how it has interfered in developments in the countries of Central and Eastern Europe
after 1945. How the Soviet Union staged the conviction of L&szl6 Rajk in Hungary in 1949, Milada
Horékovéa in Czechoslovakia in 1950 and Rudolf Slansky in 1952. How it intervened militarily in
Hungary in 1956 and in Czechoslovakia in 1968 in order to install political representations willing to
serve its interests unconditionally. How Russia intervened militarily in Ukraine in 2014 once the
Ukrainians decided to go independent.

It is useful to compare this with the political developments in Iraq, which was under US occupation in
2003-11. In the 2005 elections, the pro-lranian Supreme Council for the Islamic Revolution in Iraq
(SCIRI) was the most successful in Shiite areas and the Muslim Brotherhood-affiliated Tawafuq party
in Sunni areas. Although both formations were strongly anti-American, this did not prevent their
leaders, Adil Abdul-Mahdi and Tariq al-Hashimi, from becoming vice presidents of Irag under US
occupation. Another SCIRI leader, Ayatollah Abdul Aziz al-Hakim, was even rotating president of Iraq
in December 2003. In the 2018 elections, the top two positions went to the Forward (Saairun) formation
of cleric Mugtada al-Sadr, bringing together anti-American and anti-lranian Shi'ite forces, and the
Conquest (Fatah) formation of Hadi al-Amiri, bringing together pro-lranian Badr, Asa'ib and Kata'ib
militias. Both formations are strongly anti-American, yet the United States, as a recent occupier, has
not undertaken military intervention to oust them.

In 1992, the Treaty of Union was signed, establishing Russia's new federal structure after the collapse
of the Soviet Union. It built on the notion of sovereignty of ethnically non-Russian republics, which
were already moving towards their sovereignty under Gorbachev's negotiations on a new union treaty
for the Soviet Union in the first half of 1991, which was interrupted by the August coup. In line with



sovereignty under the 1992 Russian Union Treaty, republics such as Tatarstan, Bashkortostan, Yakutia-
Sakha and Karelia signed state treaties with Moscow that anchored their essentially confederal relations
with Russia. But Russia itself violated its own union treaty that established it, and after Yeltsin's coup
against parliament in the fall of 1993, adopted a federal constitution that did not allow for such
confederal relations. Russia's Constitutional Court subsequently declared all state treaties between
Moscow and non-Russian republics unconstitutional and annulled them. Putin's post-2000 regime even
went so far as to abolish their ability to elect their own presidents for a period of time, replacing them
with appointed heads of administration. This is how Russia was able to deal with the sovereignty of the
republics in its sphere of influence.

Chechnya, unlike the other republics, even chose complete independence. When President Yeltsin's
popularity declined, he decided to win it by war. Russia lost the first Chechen war (1994-96) and was
forced to sign a peace treaty with Chechnya in May 1997, establishing bilateral relations between Russia
and Chechnya and leaving open the future status of Chechnya past 2001, including its possible full
independence. However, Russia chose the terrorist attack on neighbouring Dagestan as a pretext and
abrogated the treaty in 1999. When Putin became prime minister in 1999, he used attacks on residential
buildings in several Russian cities, probably planted by Russian intelligence (in one case Russian agents
were even caught by police), blamed on Chechens, to gain popularity for the upcoming presidential
election and to unleash a second Chechen war that devastated the country. After the Chechen
nationalists were liquidated, the republic was taken over by Moscow-backed bandit groups, led by a
new pro-Russian Chechen president. His gangster forces are doing Moscow's 'dirty job' in liquidating
the Russian opposition and in Russian battlefields such as the Ukrainian Donbas and Libya. The role of
liquidated Chechen nationalists has been taken over by Islamists who have become top fighters on all
fronts of global jihadism, including the Islamic State in Irag and Syria (ISIL). This is how Russia can
turn a country yearning for freedom into a haven for gangsters and extremists.

Contrast this with the European Union, which allowed the UK full independence after the 2016
referendum. Or with Canada, which in 1995 was prepared to grant independence to its francophone
state of Quebec if its citizens so decided in a referendum. Or with the UK, which was prepared to grant
independence to Scotland after the 2014 referendum if its citizens voted to do so. Or with France, which
is prepared to grant independence to New Caledonia if the citizens vote for it in one of a trio of
referendums in 2018, 2020 and 2022. Or with Belgium, where the federal constitution prescribes two
divisions, into territorial regions and linguistic communities. Yet no one has a problem with the fact
that the Flemish had already merged the territorial Flemish region with the linguistic Flemish
Community in 1980, long before the federalisation of Belgium in 1993, to create a united Flanders
under the leadership of the Flemish Parliament and the Flemish government, thus creating a state within
a state in Belgium. Even with Spain, which, although it rejects Catalonia’s right to independence, voted
for in a referendum and proclaimed by the legally elected Catalan Parliament, the separatists are
nevertheless tried in civil courts and the Spanish are not bombing the Catalan capital of Barcelona as
the Russians have razed the Chechen capital of Grozny.

Meanwhile, in Western countries such as the US, Canada and Australia, the post-Cold War expansion
of indigenous rights has seen Native American, Inuit and Aborigine tribes gaining new reservations and
vast autonomous territories, often removed from the jurisdiction of member states and placed directly
under the federation. In Norway, Sweden and Finland, autonomous Sami parliaments were established
in 1989, 1993 and 1995 for the local Lapponian population, with seats in the towns of Karasjok, Kiruna
and Inari. Russia is moving in the opposite direction. From Soviet times until 2005, in addition to the
non-Russian republics, it also had 10 autonomous okrugs for the small indigenous tribes of the Far
North and Far East that were regular members of the federation. Of these, 6 were liquidated during the



Putin era and subordinated to neighbouring Russian regions. In 2005, three autonomous districts were
liquidated: the Taymyr Dolgan-Nenets, the Evenk and the Komi-Permyak. This was followed in 2007
by the Koryak Autonomous Okrug and in 2008 by the two Buryat Autonomous Okrugs: the Agin Buryat
and the Ust-Orda Buryat. But even of the remaining four autonomous okrugs, only the Chukotka
Autonomous Okrug is a full member of the Federation. The other three, the Nenets, the Yamal-Nenets
and the Khanty-Mansi, are administratively subordinated to neighbouring Russian regions.

The Russians have experience with the liquidation of autonomous formations dating back to the end of
the Second World War. At that time, Chechens, the Ingush, Balkars, the Karachay, Kalmyks and
Crimean Tatars were forcibly displaced to Siberia and Central Asia and their autonomies were
liquidated. The autonomy of the first five was restored only after Stalin's death, in 1957. The last one
was restored only in 1991, but the return of all Crimean Tatars was not allowed.

It is also worth remembering the traditional Russian way of disguising future annexation of foreign
territories. It is still relevant today, which is why Russia created the Donetsk People's Republic and the
Luhansk People's Republic in eastern Ukraine in 2014. As early as February 1918, the puppet Donetsk-
Krivoi Rog Soviet Republic was a Russian cover for the destruction of independent Ukraine. But this
example is far from unique.

In the war with Finland in the winter of 1939-40, the Soviet Union failed to annex Finland, which had
been part of the Russian Empire until 1917. Therefore, in March 1940, the former Karelian Autonomous
Republic, together with some occupied territories of Finland, was upgraded to the Karelian-Finnish
Soviet Socialist Republic as a full member state of the Soviet Union. The intention was to win over the
Finns in the future by promising them equal status in the Soviet Union. Since, despite the Soviet
occupation of Finland after World War 11, there were no suitable circumstances for annexation, the
Karelian-Finnish Republic was demoted back to the Karelian Autonomous Republic in 1956.

Bessarabia, inhabited by Romanians, broke away from the Russian Empire in April 1918 and joined
Romania. The Soviet Union was thus separated from Romania by the Dniester River. However, it still
claimed access to the delta of Europe's largest river, the Danube, and so the Moldavian Autonomous
Republic was established on the left bank of the Dniester, in territories with a Ukrainian ethnic majority.
In June 1940, the Soviet Union, in accordance with the Nazi-Bolshevik Ribbentrop-Molotov Pact, re-
annexed Bessarabia and annexed most of its territory to the Moldavian Autonomous Republic, thus
upgrading it to the Moldavian Soviet Socialist Republic as a full member state of the Soviet Union. The
Moldavian Autonomous Republic thus served to legitimise the occupation of part of Romanian territory.

Outer Mongolia broke away from the Chinese Empire as an independent Mongolian khanate in 1911
with Russian assistance. In 1924, the Bolshevik Revolution triumphed there, and the country became
one of the first satellites of the Soviet Union. The Soviet Union envisaged the annexation of Mongolia,
so in 1925 the two autonomous regions inhabited by Mongolian Buryats in Russia were combined to
form the Buryat-Mongol Autonomous Republic, which would serve to legitimise the future annexation
of Mongolia. By 1937, when the Soviet Union failed to annex, the territory of the autonomous republic
was divided into several parts, its communist leadership was liquidated, and large numbers of Russians
were resettled on its territory. When the Soviet Union failed to annex even during World War 11, it
abandoned this ambition in 1958, and the remnant Buryat-Mongol Autonomous Republic was renamed
the Buryat Autonomous Republic.

And how does Russia treat countries that it itself recognizes as independent? The autonomous republic
of Abkhazia refused to participate in the referendum on Georgia's independence in March 1991 and
demanded to be upgraded to a full member state of the Soviet Union, which the Soviet Union's
perestroika laws at the time allowed in the event of Georgia's withdrawal from the union. From August



1992 to September 1993, at the height of the civil war in Georgia, Abkhazia fought a war for
independence from Georgia. With the help of Russia, Armenia, and Muslim separatists from the North
Caucasus, it managed to win. The consequence was the expulsion of 200 to 250 thousand Georgians,
making Abkhazians a majority in their own country after decades. Georgia was subordinated to Russia
and forced to join the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) in December 1993. In the aftermath
of the Rose Revolution in November 2003, the new authorities in Georgia sought to recreate a Georgian
nation-state, even at the cost of subordinating all three autonomous entities. Following the successful
subordination of the Ajara Autonomous Republic in May 2004, Georgia also attempted to subordinate
Abkhazia and South Ossetia in 2008. Russia used this as an excuse to intervene militarily in Georgia in
August 2008. After the withdrawal of Russian troops from Georgia's interior, both Abkhazia and South
Ossetia were occupied by Russia. Their inhabitants acquired Russian citizenship and Russia recognised
them as independent countries. Already in 2006, Russia created the Community for Democracy and
Human Rights (CDHR) as a framework for them to associate with organisations under Moscow's rule:
the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU), the Collective Security Treaty Organisation (CSTO) and the
Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS).

Despite all these formal steps by Russia towards Abkhazia's independence, its practical policy is
typically Russian. In Abkhazia, Russian is the official language and the language of instruction in
schools. The Abkhaz language, spoken by the majority of the country's population, has only the status
of a subject of instruction, like foreign languages. Although the Abkhazians, together with the North
Caucasian Kabardins, Cherkesses, Abazins, Adygeans and Shapsugs, formed a larger Circassian nation,
which was only artificially dismembered by Stalin, their children are not allowed to learn in schools
about the Russian genocide of the Circassians in 1864-70, to which some 800 000 people, or three
quarters of the Circassian nation, fell victim. Nor may it be spoken about publicly, even though it is the
greatest historical event in the nation's history. Russia therefore formally talks about independence, but
in reality, it is carrying out the assimilation of these conquered peoples.

Russia's relationship with the Crimean Tatars is similar. The Autonomous Republic of Crimea was
established in October 1921 as an autonomy of the Crimean Tatars. The Soviet law on the restoration
of the autonomy of Crimea of March 1991 directly stated that it was a restoration of the autonomy
abolished in June 1945, i.e. as a result of the expulsion of the Crimean Tatars in May 1944. Yet the
Russians usurped these autonomous rights of the Crimean Tatars. In a rigged referendum in March
2014, they decided to join Russia without respecting the opinion of the elected body of the Crimean
Tatars, the Majlis, which rejected joining Russia. Following the annexation of Crimea to Russia,
Crimean Tatar leaders have been prosecuted by the Putin regime.

11)How should the EU eliminate Russia's influence and soft power?

The European Union should support the self-confidence and economic strength of the
countries of Central and Eastern Europe, especially Ukraine and Greece, which have
the greatest influence in eliminating Russia's soft power. It should integrate Serbia and
the other Orthodox countries of the Balkans as tightly and as quickly as possible and
provide maximum security guarantees for Georgia. It should also encourage the
cultural self-confidence of the Slavic and Orthodox nations in the European Union to
become less susceptible to Russia's power ambitions.

Russian propaganda pays special attention to three groups of countries that are thus more vulnerable to
Russian expansionist efforts, especially Russian soft power.



The first group is the Slavic countries, which are attracted by Russian propaganda through the means
of Pan-Slavism. These include the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Bulgaria, North Macedonia, Serbia,
Montenegro, Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Slovenia, Ukraine, and Poland.

The second group is the Orthodox countries, which are attracted by the claim that the values of Europe
and the West are at odds with Orthodoxy. These include Greece, Cyprus, Romania, Moldova, Georgia,
and Slavic Orthodox countries such as Serbia, Montenegro, Bulgaria, North Macedonia, and Ukraine.
It also includes Armenia, although it is not a Byzantine Orthodox country but an Oriental Orthodox
one.

The third group are the countries that broke away from the Russian Empire or the Soviet Union during
the 20th century, and Russia promises them the opportunity to exploit the supposedly unlimited natural
resources of the country on favourable terms. These include Finland, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland,
Ukraine, Moldova, Georgia, Armenia, and Azerbaijan. It also includes countries that were tied to the
Soviet Union by the Warsaw Pact and the Council for Mutual Economic Assistance (COMECON), such
as Hungary, Poland, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Romania, Bulgaria, and Albania.

In these countries, Russia has the advantage that a large part of the population listens to the appeal of
Russian propaganda and is willing to cooperate both in the promotion of Russian economic interests
and in active participation in political groups that further its interests. The elimination of Russian soft
power is particularly important on two levels.

The first level is the self-confidence of the inhabitants of the Slavic and Orthodox states in the European
Union and on their borders. Here, economic success plays an important role. There are four key
countries in the CEE region: Poland, Greece, Ukraine, and Serbia. Poland and Greece because they are
regional powers: Poland is the most powerful Slavic country and Greece is the most influential
Orthodox country. Their influence on other countries in the region is great and their failure would mean
the collapse of the eastern wing of the European Union. Also, Poland's close ties to the US and Greece's
close ties to Russia and China could pose a threat to EU cohesion. Ukraine is the closest to Russia
historically and culturally of all the countries in the region (not counting Belarus) and Russia's ability
or inability to actively enter the region depends on the success of Ukraine's national revolution. Serbia,
on the other hand, is the only country that has experienced a military confrontation with Europe and the
West since the end of the Cold War. This is why its loyalty to Europe is the lowest of all the countries
in the region and why there is a threat that in the event of a more serious crisis Serbia could be the first
to initiate a wave of eastern countries leaving the Union. That is why it must be given special attention.

For this reason, it is important to strengthen Ukraine, which has lost the core of its economy through
the occupation of Donbas, and Greece, which, although it has overcome its debt crisis, is still extremely
indebted. A significant part of European investment, particularly in industry, should therefore be
directed to Ukraine and Greece. Serbia, for its part, needs to be integrated as quickly and tightly as
possible into European political, economic and security structures, so that it is as independent of Russia
as possible.

The second level is the cultural recognition of the people of the region so that they do not succumb to
the cultural lure of Russia. It should be stressed that the spiritual centre of Orthodoxy is not Russia, but
Greece and Constantinople. That the historical centre of Slavic statehood is also not Russia, but Moravia
on the Czech-Slovak border, Bulgaria's Pliska and Preslav, Poland's Gniezno and Ukraine's Kiev. That
the total population and economic power of the Slavic or Orthodox countries that are members of, are
candidates for, or intend to apply for membership of the European Union is equal to that of Russia.
Within the European Union, the Slavic and Orthodox countries of Central and Eastern Europe should
emancipate themselves together to create a cultural and spiritual legacy of Euro-Slavism and Euro-



Orthodoxy that is not dependent on Russia and that itself demonstrates soft power towards Russia, both
in terms of their economic self-confidence and in terms of respect for human dignity, freedom, the rule
of law and democratic governance.



CESKY: Podrobné zdiivodnéni navrhu v otazkach a odpovédich

1) Jaké sousedstvi Evropské unie by mélo spadat do sféry Evropského
miru?

Je to bezprostredni sousedstvi Evropské unie na Balkdnu, v Cernomofi a ve
Skandinavii, kde se nachazeji zemé, hlasici se dobrovolné k jejim hodnotam, pfipadné
touzici po vstupu do Unie. V této oblasti musi byt Evropska unie dostatecné silna, aby
zemim zarucila Evropsky mir — tedy jejich pravo svobodné si zvolit svij vztah k EU.

Jde zejména o zemé Balkanu, jako Srbsko, Cerna hora, Bosna a Hercegovina, Severni Makedonie,
Albanie, Kosovo a Moldavie, dale o zemé Cernomoti, jako Ukrajina a Gruzie. Do uréité miry jde i 0
zemé ve Skandinavii, jako Norsko a Island, nebo ve stiedni Evropé, jako Svycarsko.

2) Pro¢ ma Evropska unie rucit za pravo naroduli ve sféfe Evropského miru
zvolit si svij vztah k EU?

EU by méla byt dostatecné ekonomicky, politicky i vojensky silna, aby zemé ve svém
sousedstvi, hlasici se dobrovolné k jejim hodnotam, pfipadné touzZici po vstupu do
Unie, ochranila pred natlakem mocnych sousedl.

Evropska unie je jedinecna svou schopnosti integrovat zemé, které z vlastni vile usiluji 0 moznost stat
se jejimi Eleny. At uz pro jeji respekt k lidské dustojnosti, tak velmi chybéjici v jejim sousedstvi, pro
jeji bohatstvi nebo pro jeji schopnost spoluprace mensich narodu ¢elicich natlaku mocnych sousedi.

V minulosti m¢ly schopnost integrovat své sousedy zejména fiSe, které si je podrobovaly a ménily je v
provincie bez vyznamné&jsiho vlivu na rozhodovani v centru. Naopak, Evropska unie je dobrovolnym
integra¢nim uskupenim stiedné velkych a mensich narodnich statl, které se spojily v obrané pied
velmocemi, jsou vzajemné solidarni a jako jeji rovnopravni ¢lenové se spole¢né podileji na rozhodovani
celku.

Podobné jako 11 post-komunistickych zemi stiedni Evropy, Balkanu a Pobalti, které do EU dobrovolné
vstoupily v letech 2004-13, i obyvatelstvo dalSich zemi Balkanu, Kavkazu a vychodni Evropy stoji o
vstup, nebo dokonce touzi po vstupu do Unie. Evropska unie by neméla dovolit, aby byly takovéto
zemé vystaveny hrozbam regionalnich mocnosti, zejména Ruska, Turecka a Saudské Arabie.

3) Znamena to moznost budouciho ¢lenstvi uvedenych zemi v Evropské
unii?

Jednoznacéné ano. VSechny zemé sféry Evropského miru, tedy vSechny zemé Balkanu
od Albanie po Moldavii, alei Ukrajina a Gruzie museji mit jasnou perspektivu budouciho
¢lenstvi v Evropské unii, protozZe jsou soucasti evropského geopolitického prostoru a
vyvijeji nesmirné usili prizptisobit se normam Evropské unie.

4) Pro¢€ by se mély prevazné pravoslavné zemé s vazbou na Rusko, jako jsou
Cerna Hora, Severni Makedonie a Moldavie, stat ¢leny Evropské unie?

Protoze Balkan je soucasti Evropy, sdilime s nim spolec¢né déjiny, geografii, spole¢né
kulturni dédictvi a spolecné pfrilezZitosti a vyzvy dneska (evropska ministryné zahranici



Federica Mogherini, 2018). Protoze pravoslavi je jiZz dnes silné zakotveno v Evropské
unii a zdaleka neni civilizaci vyluéné spjatou s Ruskem, jak to popsal Samuel
Huntington v 90. letech. Mezi pravoslavné zemé se silnou proevropskou orientaci patri
jiz dnes ¢lenové EU Recko, Rumunsko a Bulharsko.

Pravoslavnymi zemémi se silnou proevropskou a protiruskou orientaci jsou Ukrajina a Gruzie. Dalsi
dve zem¢, Severni Makedonie a Moldavie, maji velmi silné historické, kulturni, nabozenskeé a jazykové
vazby na Bulharsko a Rumunsko, kter¢ jiz ¢leny Evropské unie jsou a jejichz dominantni vazby nejsou
na Rusko, ale na Evropu.

Své vazby na Zapad jiz potvrdila svym ¢lenstvim v NATO nejen Severni Makedonie (od roku 2020),
ale i Cerna Hora (od roku 2017). Cerna Hora jiz v roce 1997 jasné spojila svou budoucnost s Evropskou
unii, kdyz jako svou ménu zavedla nejdiiv némeckou marku a po jejim zaniku euro. VSechny tfi zemé
maji platnou asociaéni dohodu s Evropskou unii: Severni Makedonie jiz od roku 2004, Cerna Hora od
roku 2010 a Moldavie od roku 2016. Prvni dvé zemé& v ramci Procesu stabilizace a piidruzeni (SAP)
pro zem¢ zapadniho Balkanu, tfeti v ramci Prohloubené a komplexni zény volného obchodu (DCFTA)
s Evropskou unii, ktera ji poskytuje Ctyfi svobody Jednotného trhu EU — volny pohyb zbozi, sluzeb,
kapitalu a lidi.

Cerna Hora oficialné podala svou p¥ihlasku do EU v roce 2008 a od roku 2012 probihaji jeji jednani o
vstupu. Severni Makedonie podala svou piihlasku jiz v roce 2004 a jednani o vstupu byla zahajena v
roce 2020 poté, co zemé podepsala v roce 2018 Prespanskou dohodu o normalizaci svych vztahi s
Reckem a 0 novém nazvu zemé. V soudasnosti ziistavaji jesté napjaté vztahy s Bulharskem, které odmita
existenci makedonského jazyka. Ve své Strategii pro zapadni Balkan z roku 2018 oznacila Evropska
unie Cernou Horu i Severni Makedonii za zemé, které se v budoucnu stanou &leny Unie.

5) Pro¢ by se mélo Srbsko, pravoslavha zemé s Uzkou vazbou na Rusko,
stat ¢clenem Evropské unie?

Protoze Srbsko je jiz témér dvé sté let tésné kulturné a politicky spjato s Evropou.
Protoze Bélehrad byl, podobné jako Viden, Praha, Budapest nebo BukureSst,
vybudovan v moderni mésto po vzoru Parize. ProtoZze Srbsko znaéné pokrocilo ve
vyjednavani o svém vstupu do EU. ProtoZe Recko, s nimZ ma Srbsko tésné kulturni
vazby, je také v EU. A protoZe je Srbsko obklopeno zemémi Evropské unie, jako
Rumunsko, Bulharsko, Mad’arsko nebo Chorvatsko.

Srbské narodni hnuti vznikalo ve 20. letech 19. stoleti na Uzemi Rakouska-Uherska v Budapesti a ve
Vojvoding. Srbsko bylo jiz v prvni svétové valce spojencem Francie. Po valce se Jugoslavie (ze zacatku
jako Kralovstvi Srbl, Chorvatii a Slovinct) stala jednou ze tii klicovych pro-francouzskych zemi ve
stiedni a vychodni Evropé, které spolu tvofily Malou Dohodu (dal§imi byly Ceskoslovensko a
Rumunsko). | po druhé svétové valce, udrzoval Titdv komunisticky rezim tésné vztahy se zapadni
Evropou a vyrostly generace Srbil, které s ni byly tzce kulturné spjaty. Tyto vazby na kratkou dobu
prerusil rezim Slobodana Milosevice, ktery v letech 1987-2000 nabéhl na vinu srbského nacionalismu,
iredentismu a expansionismu s podporou Ruska.

Srbska politika po roce 2000 se ale znovu piihlasila k evropskému sméfovani zemé. V roce 2008 byla
podepsana asociacni smlouva s EU, v roce 2009 Srbsko podalo ptihlasku do EU a byla zrusena viza pro
Srby cestujici do Schengenského prostoru a v roce 2012 se zemé stala oficialné kandidatem pro vstup
do Unie. Asocia¢ni smlouva s EU v ramci Procesu stabilizace a pridruzeni (SAP) pro zem¢ zapadniho
Balkéanu vstoupila platnost v roce 2013 a v roce 2014 byla zah4jena jednéani o vstupu Srbska. Ve své



Strategii pro zapadni Balkan z roku 2018 oznacila Evropska unie Srbsko za zemi, ktera se v budoucnu
stane ¢lenem Unie.

Srbsko se jiz v roce 2007 plné zavazalo ke spolupraci s Mezinarodnim soudnim tribunélem pro byvalou
Jugoslavii (ICTY). V roce také 2013 podepsalo s Kosovem Bruselskou smlouvu o normalizaci
vzajemnych vztaht, podle nizZ se zavazalo, Ze nebude blokovat cestu Kosova smérem k Evropské unii.
Také vétsina obyvatel Srbska podporuje jeho vstup do Evropské unie.

6) Pro¢ by se méla politicky nestabilni Bosna a Hercegovina, zmitana
neresSitelnymi vnitfnimi spory a ekonomicky neperspektivni, stat clenem
Evropské unie?

Protoze nestabilita nepotrva vécné. Lze namitat, Ze politické reprezentace bosenskych
Muslima, Srbi a Chorvatii nejsou schopny dobrého viadnuti a v zemi se ztraci obrovské
prostredky z Evropské unie. Ze bosensti Srbové maji tésné vazby na Rusko a bosensti
Muslimové zase na Turecko a Saudskou Arabii, tedy konkurenty Evropské unie. JenZe
evropské dédictvi Bosny, at’ uz prostrednictvim byvalé Jugoslavie nebo Rakousko-
Uherska je tak dominantni a bosenskd emigrantska komunita v Evropské unii tak
pocetna, Ze pfFitazlivost Bosny a Hercegoviny k Evropské unii nema konkurenci ani v
Turecku, ani v Rusku.

Bosna a Hercegovina spojila sviij osud s Evropou jiz Daytonskou smlouvou v roce 1995, kdy se ménou
stala konvertibilni marka navazana nejdiive na némeckou marku, po jeji zaniku na euro. Od roku 2015
ma zemé¢ platnou asociacni dohodu s Evropskou unii v ramci Procesu stabilizace a ptridruzeni (SAP)
pro zeme zapadniho Balkénu a v roce 2016 podala ptihlasku na Clenstvi. V soucasnosti ji EU povazuje
za potencialniho kandidata na ¢lenstvi. Ve své Strategii pro zapadni Balkan z roku 2018 oznadila
Evropska unie Bosnu a Hercegovinu za zemi, ktera se v budoucnu stane ¢lenem Unie. Vuci NATO je
zem¢ od roku 2018 tcastnikem Akéniho planu ¢lenstvi (MAP), v soucasnosti jako jedina neclenska
zemg.

Uzké vazby bosenskych Srbii na Rusko jsou predev§im vyjadienim protestu vii¢i nemoznosti Republiky
srbské, jednoho ze dvou ¢lenskych statii Bosny a Hercegoviny, navazat uzké vztahy se Srbskem. Kdyby
Evropskd unie piestala prosazovat omezeni autonomie Republiky srbské, zaru¢ené Daytonskou
mirovou smlouvou, kdyby prestala trvat na nedélitelnosti Bosny a Hercegoviny a branit v tésnych
vztazich Republiky srbské v Bosné se Srbskem s moznou perspektivou budouci vzajemné integrace,
omezil by se vliv Moskvy nejen mezi bosenskymi Srby, ale i v Bélehradg.

7) Pro¢ by se méla hospodarsky zaostala Ukrajina stat ¢lenem Evropské
unie?

ProtozZe Ukrajinci v nékolika volbach od roku 2014 dokazali, Ze jejich jasna orientace na
Evropskou unii nema zadnou alternativu. Neni podstatné, Ze Ukrajina ztratila ruskou
okupaci Donbas, byvaly motor své ekonomiky. Evropské investice na zapadni a stredni
Ukrajiné nebo na jejim ¢ernomorském pobrezi mohou zemi vyrazné preorientovat.
Evropsti investori akorat potrebuji bezpec¢nostni garance ze strany euro-atlantickych
struktur, Ze se jejich investice neztrati.

Jak ukazaly ekonomické reformy kolem roku 2000 v Estonsku, na Slovensku, v Litvé, v Polsku nebo v
Rumunsku, i zdanlivé hospodaisky zaostalé zemé se mohou zvednout a s neGekanou razantnosti se



vydat na cestu ekonomického dobihani Evropské unie. Podobné je tieba nahlizet i na Ukrajinu. Ta ma
navic obrovskou vyhodu, Ze statisice jeji obcanti ma zkuSenosti s praci na uzemi Evropské unie.

Ukrajina ma od roku 2017 platnou asocia¢ni dohodu s Evropskou unii, mé zaveden bezvizovy styk se
Schengenskou oblasti a je soucasti Prohloubené a komplexni zény volného obchodu (DCFTA) s
Evropskou unii, kterd ji poskytuje ¢tyfi svobody Jednotného trhu EU — volny pohyb zbozi, sluzeb,
kapitalu a lidi. V roce 2014 Evropsky parlament také uznal pravo Ukrajiny podat pfihlaSku do Unie.

8) Pro¢ by se méla Gruzie, vzdalena zemé kdesi za hranici Evropy, jejiz
sousedé jsou vyhradné spojenci Ruska a Turecka a jejiz ¢ast uzemi je
okupovana Ruskem, stat €lenem Evropské unie?

Je pro to Fada duvodu: jeji strategickd poloha na pobfezi Cerného more a podél
strategickych plynovodu a ropovodu miricich z kaspického regionu do Evropy, jeji
vyrazna proevropska a protiruska orientace, stabilizacni efekt jejiho ¢lenstvi na region

Kavkazu, ale i strategicky fakt, Ze jeji ukotveni v euro-atlantickych strukturach jako EU

v wvavs

Gruzie neni zadna exklava nachazejici se kdesi v dali. Nachazi se na pobiezi Cerného mote, které je do
zna¢né miry evropskym motem. 10% délky jeho pobiezi tvoti ¢lenové Evropské unie — Bulharsko a
Rumunsko. Dalsich 48% tvoii pobfezi Ukrajiny, kterd ma ambici stat se clenem EU. Kdyby se ¢lenem
stala i Gruzie, tfi pétiny pobiezi Cerného moie by tvofilo pobiezi Evropské unie.

Navic neni pravdou, Ze Gruzie neni evropskou zemi. Definice jihovychodni hranice evropského
kontinentu se rozchazeji. V poslednich dvou stoletich se bézn¢ pouzivaly zejména Ctyti definice této
hranice, od nejsevernéjsi na fece Donu, pies hranici v Kumsko-many¢ské depresi, hranici na hlavnim
s Tureckem a Irdnem. Tii zakavkazské republiky Sovétského svazu, véetnd Gruzie, byly bé&zné
povazovany za "evropskeé republiky" SSSR. Gruzie ma v soucasnosti t€sné¢jsi kulturni a politické vazby
na Evropu nez na zapadni Asii, potazmo Blizky vychod, proto se pfirozené stala jednou ze Sesti
postsovétskych republik v ramei Vychodniho partnerstvi Evropské unie.

Gruzie mé od roku 2016 platnou asociacni dohodu s Evropskou unii a od roku 2017 mé bezvizovy styk
se Schengenskou zénou. Od roku 2016 je také soucasti Prohloubené a komplexni zony volného obchodu
(DCFTA) s Evropskou unii, ktera ji poskytuje ¢tyfi svobody Jednotného trhu EU — volny pohyb zbozi,
sluzeb, kapitalu a lidi. Drtiva vétsina jeji obyvatel i politické reprezentace podporuje ¢lenstvi. Soucasna
vlada planuje podat piihlasku na ¢lena EU v roce 2024. Gruzie také usiluje o své zaclenéni do Akéniho
planu ¢lenstvi (MAP) v NATO, ktery byl jiz v jednani na Bukure$t'ském summitu NATO v roce 2008.

Je pravdou, Zze Gruzie se nachdzi mezi Ruskem a jeho spojencem Arménii na jedné strané a Tureckem
a jeho spojencem Azerbajdzanem na strané druhé. Gruzie se ale ze viech post-sovétskych zemi nejvice
branila ruskym mocenskym uskupenim jako Spolecenstvi nezavislych statt (CIS) nebo Eurasijsky
hospodaisky svaz (EAEU). Je také rychle se rozvijejici zemi, kterd se od Revoluce rizi v listopadu
2003 neustale hléasi k Zapadu. Clenstvi Gruzie v Evropské unii a jinych euro-atlantickych strukturach
véetné NATO mize byt stabilizujicim faktorem v nestabilnim regionu Kavkazu. Ostatné, je tu
zkusenost z roku 1918, kdy byla Gruzie pod némeckym protektoratem ochranéna pied hroznou valkou
na jihu, vychod¢ i severu od jeho hranic.

Mnoho odpirct ¢lenstvi Gruzie v euro-atlantickych strukturach argumentuje tim, Ze ¢ast jejiho uzemi
je okupovana Ruskem, takze po vstupu do EU by se Unie octla v piimém konfliktu s Ruskem. Spatnym
precedentem je zde vstup Kypru v roce 2004, jehoz ¢ast izemi je okupovana Tureckem. Gruzie se svou



dlouhodobé protiruskou orientaci ale nema Zadnou jinou strategickou alternativu, nez je sblizovani s
Evropskou unii. Uzemi okupovana Ruskem nejsou etnicky gruzinska, ale jsou narodnimi staty Abchazi

na Zapadé¢.

Modelem tady mize poslouzit Adenauerovo Némecko po druhé svétové valce, které mélo dveé
alternativy. Bud’ si mohlo zachovat narodni celistvost coby neutralni zemé v mocenském vakuu mezi
Zapadem a Sovétskym svazem. Nebo mohlo vstoupit do NATO a stat se soucasti Zapadu bez uzemi
okupovanych Rusi, kde vzniklo komunistické Vychodni Némecko. Zvolilo si tu druhou moznost, ktera
umoznila Spolkové republice Némecko stat se jednou z nejbohatsich, hospodarsky nejvyspélejsich a
politicky nejvlivnéj$ich zemi Evropy. Stejnou cestu by si méla zvolit i Gruzie.

Navic, Abchazie a Jizni Osetie, které jsou okupovany Ruskem, vyjadiily jiz béhem rozpadu Sovétského
svazu v roce 1991 coby autonomni utvary jasnou vuli nestat se soucasti nezavislé Gruzie, coz mélo mit
v souladu s tehdejsimi sovétskymi zdkony za nasledek jejich oddéleni od Gruzie. V tom se zasadné lisi
od ukrajinského Krymu nebo moldavského Podnéstii, z nichz prvni tuto moznost tehdy nevyuZil,
zatimco druhé timto prdvem nikdy nedisponovalo, jelikoz nebylo oficidln€é uznanym autonomnim
utvarem. Bezpecénost i politicka budoucnost Gruzie, nachazejici se na Kavkaze, zmitaném tvrdym
soupetenim mezi Ruskem a Tureckem, je tak dilezita, Ze by méla vstoupit do Evropské unie i do NATO
za kazdou cenu, a to i za cenu vzdani se Abchazie a Jizni Osetie. Ostatné rusky ministr zahrani¢i Lavrov
jiz v roce 2019 vyhlasil, Ze vstup Gruzie do NATO bez Abchazie a Jizni Osetie by Rusko nepovazovalo
za vale¢ny akt.

9) A co Bélorusko a Arménie, zemé Vychodniho partnerstvi EU?

Na rozdil od Ukrajiny, Moldavie a Gruzie, tyto dvé zemé maji mnohem tésnéjsi vztahy s
konkurentem Evropské unie — Ruskem nez s EU samotnou. Proto v soucasnosti
neexistuje realni stfednédoba perspektiva ¢lenstvi téchto dvou zemi v Evropské unii.

Arméni byli az do pAdu Osmanské fiSe na konci prvni svétové valky pfirozené zasazeni do prostiedi
Blizkého vychodu spole¢né s Turky, kavkazskymi Tatary (Azerbajdzanci), PerSany, Kurdy, Asyfany,
Reky, Araby, Berbery a Zidy. Po vzniku narodnich statl na rozvalinich Osmanské fie, zejména k
Arméntim neptatelského Turecka a Azerbajdzanu, a po ztraté zajmu o Kavkaz a vychodni Anatélii ze
strany USA, Britanie, Italie a Francie se ale Arméni octli v izolaci. Jejich jedinym spojenim se zbytkem
svéta se stalo Rusko, které si Arménii v roce 1922 znovu podmanilo. Prestoze Arménie neni na rozdil
od Ruska pravoslavna zemé, i po rozpadu Sovétského svazu je Rusko jedinym relevantnim spojencem
slabé Arménie, které ji mize chranit pred potencialné nepiatelskym Tureckem a Azerbajdzanem.
Bliz§im vztahtim s Evropskou unii tak logicky brani ¢lenstvi Arménie v ruskych mocenskych blocich,
Eurasijském hospodaiském svazu (EAEU) a Organizaci Dohody o kolektivni bezpecnosti (CSTO).

PrestoZe se nékteré arménské politické kruhy hlasi k Zapadu a Evropé, jedinou cestou vnitrozemské
Arménie do Evropy je Gruzie. Jenomze Gruzie je vii¢i Arménii spiSe nepratelska, a to ze dvou divodu.
Jednim je arménsky iredentismus v regionech Lori a Dzavacheti, ktery vedl k valce v prosinci 1918 a k
politickému konfliktu v 90. letech. Druhym je spojenectvi Gruzie s Azerbajdzanem proti Rusku v ramci
organizace GUAM, a také s Tureckem podél ropovodu Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan (BTC) a Jihokavkazského
plynovodu (SCP). Proto ani arménsky demokraticky rezim po Sametové revoluci na jafe 2018 nema
Sanci vytvoftit bliz§i vztahy s Evropskou unii. Jeho izolovanost prokazala valka o Karabach na podzim
2020. Arménie, i kdyz demokraticka, tak bohuzel neni ni¢im jinym nez demokratickym experimentem
Putinova rezimu ve svém satelitnim state.



Vélka o Karabach ale také ukéazala slabost Ruska, které, ma-li si v silné konkurenci ze strany Turecka
udrzet blizké vztahy s Azerbajdzanem, muselo nutné zradit Arménii. Arménie se tak octla v mocenském
vakuu kdesi mezi Ruskem a EU. V roce 2021 zacala platit mezi Arménii a EU Dohoda o komplexnim
a rozsifeném partnerstvi (CEPA) a arménsti politici zvazuji podani ptihlasky za ¢lena EU. Dokud ale
Arménie nebude schopna navazat pratelské vztahy s Gruzii, nevyftesi se definitivné otdzka Nahorniho
Karabachu s Azerbajdzanem, piipadné otazka Arménské genocidy s Tureckem, ale také dokud
Evropska unie nebude dost mocnd, aby byly Ukrajina a Gruzie jeji nezpochybnitelnou soucasti, nemuiize
se Arménie stit ¢lenem ani kandidatem na clenstvi v Evropské unii a jeho jedinou geopolitickou
alternativou zlistane Rusko.

Castecné svobodné Bélorusko sice vzniklo po rozpadu Ruské fise a nasledném Brest-litevském miru v
bieznu 1918 pod némeckym protektoratem, ale trvalo jen 8 mésicti a neptezilo stazeni némeckych vojsk
na konci prvni svétové valky. Za tak kratké obdobi se nemohla vyvinout zaddné narodni identita.
Bolsevici jej nahradili tzv. Litbelem (Litevsko-Béloruskou sovétskou socialistickou republikou), ktery
byl po pul roce své existence v 1ét€¢ 1919 okupovan Polskem a bolSevickym Ruskem. Nakonec bylo
Bélorusko v 1ét€¢ 1920 rozdéleno: zapad okolo mést Bialystok, Grodno a Brest ptipadl Polsku, vychod
okolo Smolensku sovétskému Rusku a ve stfedni ¢asti okolo Minsku vznikla Béloruska sovétska
socialisticka republika, ktera se v prosinci 1922 ptipojila k Sovétskému svazu. Bélorusiim se nepovedlo
vybudovat si narodni identitu ani sovétskou vladou v letech 1922-91 a vétsina jeho obyvatel mluvila
rusky.

V roce 1991 se Bélorusko octlo jako nezavisly stat bez jasné narodni identity. Bylo proto logické, ze
po nastupu LukaSenka k moci (1994) nasledovalo nové spojeni Ruskem: nejdiive jako Sdruzeni Ruska
a Beéloruska (1996), poté Svaz Ruska a Béloruska (1997) a nasledné Svazovy stat (2000). Pod
LukaSenkovym rezimem jsou potirany b&loruské narodni symboly i narodni jazyk, proto drtiva vétSina
obyvatel povazuje svou zemi jen za jakysi derivat Ruska a své misto vidi spiSe v Eurasijském
hospodarském svazu (EAEU) nez v EU. I masové opozi¢ni hnuti, které¢ vzniklo po zmanipulovanych
volbach v 1ét¢ 2020, vzdy zdiraznovalo, Ze toto hnuti neni orientovano protirusky, coz je v ptikrém
rozporu s ukrajinskym narodnim hnutim po Majdanu v roce 2014. Na rozdil od Ukrajiny tak lze
beloruské protirezimni hnuti spiSe povazovat za demokratickou alternativu ruského statu. [ v piipade
jeho uspéchu by $lo maximalné o demokraticky experiment Putinova reZimu ve svém satelitnim state,
podobneé jako je tomu v Arménii. [ kdyby se po piipadném padu Lukasenkova rezimu béloruska narodni
identita nakonec etablovala, je malo pravdépodobné, ze by se v kratkodobém horizontu vyhranila v
opozici k Rusku a obratila se smérem k Evropské unii. Bélorusko tak ani ve stfednédobém horizontu
nelze povazovat za potencidlniho ¢lena Evropské unie.

10)Pro¢ by méla politicka a vojenska moc EU zaruéovat celistvost tzemi EU
vucéi hrozbam ze strany Ruska?

ProtoZe Rusko nikdy nerespektuje suverenitu statu, které se dostanou do jeho sféry
vlivu. ProtoZe Rusko se chova vuci Evropské unii nepratelsky. Jeho politické elity
povazuji rozpad Sovétského svazu, a tudiZz nezavislost post-sovétskych clenu
Evropské unie (Estonska, LotySska a Litvy) a dalSich postkomunistickych ¢lenu EU
(Polska, Ceska, Slovenska, Mad’arska, Rumunska a Bulharska) za nejvétsi tragédii
Ruska. A protoZe Rusko vede vici Evropské unii propagandistické operace, jejichz
cilem je rozpad Evropské unie jako hospodarskeho konkurenta, pripadné oviadnuti
ekonomik jeho vybranych ¢lend, aby slouZily zajmum Ruska. Dalsim cilem je ziskani
nékterych zemi stfedni a vychodni Evropy a Skandinavie pro integra¢ni uskupeni



Eurasijsky hospodarsky svaz (EAEU), ktery by umoZnil Rusku obnovit jeho
velmocenskou roli na globalni scéné.

Mensi sousedé Ruska maji vazné diivody, aby se obavali jeho rozpinavosti. Rusko ma dlouhodob¢
problém s respektovanim suverenity sousedu, které ziska do sféry svého vlivu. Tim se li§i od svych
zéapadnich partnerii nebo soupefi.

Je znamo, jak po roce 1945 zasahovalo do vyvoje v zemich stiedni a vychodni Evropy. Jak Sovétsky
svaz zinscenoval odsouzeni Laszl6 Rajka v Mad’arsku v roce 1949, Milady Horakové v Ceskoslovensku
v roce 1950 a Rudolfa Slanského v roce 1952. Jak vojensky intervenoval v roce 1956 v Mad’arsku a v
roce 1968 v Ceskoslovensku, aby si dosadil politické reprezentace, které budou ochotny bezpodmineéng
slouzit jeho zajmim. Jak Rusko vojensky intervenovalo na Ukrajiné€ v roce 2014, jakmile se Ukrajinci
rozhodli pro nezavisly vyvoj.

Je vhodné to srovnat s politickym vyvojem v Irdku, ktery byl v letech 2003-11 pod okupaci USA. Ve
revoluce v Irdku (SCIRI) a v sunnitskych oblastech strana Tawafuq navazana na Muslimskeé bratrstvo.
Piestoze obé dvé formace byly silné protiamerické, nebranilo to, aby se jejich vudci, Adil Abdul-Mahdi
a Tariq al-Hashimi, stali viceprezidenty Iraku pod americkou okupaci. Dalsi viidce SCIRI, ajatollah
Abdul Aziz al-Hakim, byl dokonce v prosinci 2003 rota¢nim prezidentem Irdku. Ve volbach v roce
2018 se na prvnich dvou mistech umistila formace Napted (Saairun) klerika Mugqtady al-Sadra,
sdruzujici protiamerické a protiiranské Siitské sily, a formace Dobyti (Fatah) Hadiho al-Amiriho,
sdruzujici proiranské milice Badr, Asa'ib a Kata'ib. Ob¢ dvé formace jsou silné protiamerické, piesto
Spojené staty, jako nedavny okupant, nepodnikaji vojenskou intervenci na jejich sesazeni.

V roce 1992 byla podepsana svazova smlouva zakladajici novou federalni strukturu Ruska po rozpadu
Sovétského svazu. Navazovala na piedstavu suverenity etnicky ne-ruskych republik, které ke své
suverenité spély jiz podle Gorbacovovych jednani o nové svazové smlouvé Sovétského svazu v prvni
poloviné roku 1991, ktera byla pierusena srpnovym pucem. V souladu se suverenitou podle ruské
svazové smlouvy z roku 1992 podepsaly republiky jako Tatarstan, Baskortostan, Jakutsko-Sacha nebo
Karelsko s Moskvou statni smlouvy, které ukotvovaly jejich v podstaté konfederativni vztahy k Rusku.
Rusko ale samo porus$ilo svou svazovou smlouvu, kterd jej zakladala, a po Jelcinové puci proti
parlamentu na podzim 1993 pfijalo federalni ustavu, ktera tyto konfederativni vztahy neumoziovala.
Rusky ustavni soud nasledné vyhlasil viechny statni smlouvy mezi Moskvou a ne-ruskymi republikami
za protitstavni a zrusil je. Putintiv rezim po roce 2000 Sel dokonce tak daleko, ze jim na urcité obdobi
zru$il moznost volit si vlastni prezidenty a nahradil je jmenovanymi hlavami administrace. Takto um¢lo
Rusko nalozit se suverenitou republik ve své sfére vlivu.

Cegensko si, na rozdil od ostatnich republik, dokonce vybralo tplnou nezavislost. Kdyz poklesla
popularita prezidenta Jelcina, rozhodl se vydobyt si ji valkou. Rusko v prvni ¢ecenské valce (1994-96)
prohréalo a bylo nuceno s Ce¢enskem podepsat v kvétnu 1997 mirovou smlouvu, kterd zakladala
dvoustranné vztahy mezi Ruskem a Ceenskem a nechavala oteviené budouci postaveni Ceéenska po
roce 2001, véetn€ jeho mozné tplné nezavislosti. Rusko si ale jako zaminku vybralo teroristicky utok
na sousedni Dagestan a smlouvu v roce 1999 zrusilo. Kdyz se Putin stal v roce 1999 premiérem, vyuzil
utokt na obytné domy v nékolika ruskych méstech, pravdépodobné nastrazené ruskou tajnou sluzbou
(pfi jednom z nich byli dokonce rusti agenti dopadeni policif), z nichZ byli obvinéni Ceéeni, aby si
ziskal popularitu pro nadchazejici volby prezidenta a rozpoutal druhou ¢ecenskou valku, ktera zemi
zdevastovala. Po likvidaci ceCenskych nacionalistd prevzaly republiku banditské skupiny podporované
Moskvou, v jejichz ¢ele stanul novy prorusky ¢eCensky prezident. Jeho gangsterské jednotky dé€laji za
Moskvu "$pinavou praci" pii likvidaci ruské opozice a na ruskych bojistich, jako je ukrajinsky Donbas
nebo Libye. Roli zlikvidovanych ¢ecenskych nacionalisti ptevzali islamisté, kteti se stali Spickovymi



bojovniky na vsech frontach svétového dzihadismu, véetné Islamského statu v Iraku a Syrii (ISIL).
Takto Rusko umi zemi, touzici po svobod€, proménit v ttoCiste gangstert a extrémista.

Srovnejme si to s Evropskou unii, ktera po referendu v roce 2016 umoznila Velké Britanii uplnou
nezavislost. Nebo s Kanadou, ktera byla v roce 1995 pfipravena poskytnout nezavislost svému
frankofonnimu statu Québec, kdyby tak obCané v referendu rozhodli. Nebo s Velkou Britanii, ktera byla
po referendu v roce 2014 ochotna poskytnout nezavislost Skotsku, kdyby si to ob¢ané odhlasovali.
Nebo s Francii, ktera je ptipravena udélit Nové Kaledonii nezavislost, kdyby si ji obcané odhlasovali v
jednom z trojice referend v letech 2018, 2020 a 2022. Nebo s Belgii, kde sice federélni Ustava
predepisuje dva zplsoby déleni, na uizemni regiony a jazykova spolecenstvi. Pfesto nema nikdo problém
s tim, ze VIamové jiz v roce 1980, davno pied federalizaci Belgie v roce 1993, slouc¢ili izemni Vlamsky
region s jazykovym VIadmskym spolecenstvim a vytvofili tak jednotné Vlamsko pod vedenim
vlamského parlamentu a vlamské vlady, &¢imz v Belgii vytvofili stat ve staté. Dokonce i se Spanélskem,
které sice odmita pravo Katalanska na nezavislost, odhlasovanou v referendu a vyhlaSenou legélné
zvolenym kataldnskym parlamentem, piesto ale separatisty soudi civilni soudy a Spanélé nebombarduji
katalanskou metropoli Barcelonu, tak jak Rusové srovnali se zemi ¢ecenské hlavni mésto Grozny;j.

Zatimco v zéapadnich zemich, jako jsou USA, Kanada a Australie, se po skonéeni Studené valky
roz$ifuji prava domorodcti a domorodé indianské a inuitské kmeny ziskavaji nové rezervace a rozsahla
autonomni uzemi, ¢asto vyjmuta z pravomoci Clenskych statt a podiizena piimo federaci. V Norsku,
Svédsku a Finsku byly v letech 1989, 1993 a 1995 pro mistni laponské obyvatelstvo ziizeny autonomni
Samské parlamenty se sidly ve méstech Karasjok, Kiruna a Inari. Rusko postupuje opacnym smérem.
Od sovétskych dob az do roku 2005 mélo vedle ne-ruskych republik také 10 autonomnich okruht pro
malé domorodé kmeny Dalekého severu a Dalekého vychodu, které byly regulérnimi ¢leny federace. Z
nich 6 bylo za Putinovy éry zlikvidovano a podiizeno sousednim ruskym oblastem. V roce 2005 byly
zlikvidovany tii autonomni okruhy: Tajmyrsky Dolgansko-Nénécky, Evenksky a Komijsko-Permjacky.
V roce 2007 nasledoval Korjacky a v roce 2008 dva burjatské autonomni okruhy: Aginsky Burjatsky a
Ust-Ordynsky Burjatsky. Ale i ze zbyvajicich Ctyf autonomnich okruhdl je plnopravnym ¢lenem
federace pouze Cukotsky autonomni okruh. Dalgi tfi, Nén&cky, Jamalsko-Nénécky a Chantyjsko-
Mansijsky jsou administrativné podfizeny sousednim ruskym oblastem.

S likvidaci autonomnich utvartt maji Rusové zkuSenosti jiz z konce druhé svétové valky. Tehdy byli
Ceceni, Ingusové, Balkarové, Kara¢ajové, Kalmykové a Krymsti Tatafi nasilné vysidleni na Sibif a do
sttedni Asie a jejich autonomie byly zlikvidovany. Autonomie prvnich péti byla obnovena az po
Stalinoveé smrti v roce 1957. Posledni byla obnovena az v roce 1991, ale navrat v§ech Krymskych Tatard
nebyl umoznén.

Je dobré si pfipomenout i tradi¢ni rusky zpisob, jak zamaskovat budouci anexi cizich Gzemi. Je to
aktualni i dnes, proto Rusko na vychodé¢ Ukrajiny v roce 2014 vytvorilo Donéckou lidovou republiku a
Luhanskou lidovou republiku. Jiz v tinoru 1918 tvofila loutkova Donécko-krivorozska sovétska
republika ruskou zastérku pro zni¢eni nezavislé Ukrajiny. Tento ptiklad ale zdaleka neni ojedinély.

Ve valce s Finskem v zimé 1939-40 Sovétsky svaz neuspél s ptipojenim Finska, které bylo do roku
1917 soucasti Ruské fise. Proto byla jesté v bieznu 1940 dosavadni Karelska autonomni republika spolu
s nékterymi okupovanymi tizemimi Finska povysena na Karelsko-Finskou sovétskou socialistickou
republiku coby plnopravny ¢lensky stat Sovétského svazu. Zamérem bylo ziskat si Finy v budoucnu
prislibem jejich rovnopravného postaveni v Sovétském svazu. Jelikoz pres sovétskou okupaci Finska
po druhé svétové valce nenastaly vhodné okolnosti k jeho anexi, byla Karelsko-Finska republika v roce
1956 degradovana zpét na Karelskou autonomni republiku.



Besarabie, obydlena Rumuny, se od Ruské fiSe odtrhla v dubnu 1918 a pfipojila se k Rumunsku.
Sovétsky svaz tak od Rumunska oddélovala feka Dnéstr. Stale si ale Cinil naroky k pfistupu k delté
nejvetsi evropské feky Dunaje, proto byla na levém biehu Dnéstru, na izemich s ukrajinskou vétSinou,
ziizena Moldavska autonomni republika. Sovétsky svaz v Cervnu 1940, v souladu s nacisticko-
bolsevickym paktem Ribbentrop-Molotov, Besarabii znovu anektoval a vétSinu jeji uzemi pfipojil k
Moldavské autonomni republice, ¢imz ji povysil na Moldavskou sovétskou socialistickou republiku
coby plnopravny Clensky stat Sovétského svazu. Moldavska autonomni republika tak poslouzila k
legitimizaci okupace ¢asti rumunského tizemi.

Vné&jsi Mongolsko se v roce 1911 s ruskou pomoci odtrhlo od Cinské Fise jako nezavisly Mongolsky
chanat. V roce 1924 tam zvitézila bolSevicka revoluce a zemé se stala jednim z prvnich satelitd
Sovétského svazu. Sovétsky svaz pocital s pfipojenim Mongolska, proto byly v roce 1925 dvé
autonomni oblasti Ruska obydlené mongolskymi Burjaty spojené do Burjatsko-Mongolské autonomni
republiky, kterd méla poslouzit k legitimizaci budouci anexe Mongolska. Kdyz do roku 1937 Sovétsky
svaz s anexi neuspél, bylo izemi autonomni republiky rozdéleno na né€kolik ¢asti, jeji komunistické
vedeni bylo zlikvidovano a na jeji izemi bylo dosidleno velké mnozstvi Rusi. Kdyz Sovétsky svaz
neuspél s anexi ani béhem druhé svétové valky, v roce 1958 se této ambice vzdal a zbytkova Burjatsko-
Mongolska autonomni republika byla pfejmenovana na Burjatskou autonomni republiku.

A jak se chova Rusko k zemim, které samo uznava za nezavislé? Abchazska autonomni republika se
odmitla zGc¢astnit referenda o nezavislosti Gruzie v bieznu 1991 a pozadovala povyseni na plnopravny
Clensky stat Sovétského svazu, coz tehdejsi perestrojkové zdkony Sovétského svazu v piipadé
vystoupeni Gruzie ze svazu umoziovaly. Od srpna 1992 do zati 1993, v dobé, kdy se naplno rozhoiela
obcanska valka v Gruzii, vedla Abchazie valku za osamostatnéni od Gruzie. Za pomoci Ruska, Arménie
a muslimskych separatistii ze severniho Kavkazu se ji povedlo zvitézit. Dtsledkem bylo vyhnani 200
az 250tisic Gruzind, ¢imz se Abchazové po desetiletich stali ve vlastni zemi vétSinou. Gruzie byla
podtizena Rusku a v prosinci 1993 byla donucena vstoupit do Spolecenstvi nezavislych stati (CIS). Po
Revoluci rizi v listopadu 2003 se nova moc v Gruzii snazila o vytvoreni gruzinského narodniho statu,
a to 1 za cenu podfizeni vSech tii autonomnich subjektil. Po tspé$ném podfizeni Adzarské autonomni
republiky v kvétnu 2004 se Gruzie v roce 2008 pokusila podiidit si i Abchdzii a Jizni Osetii. Rusko to
vyuzilo jako zaminku k vojenské intervenci v Gruzii v srpnu 2008. Po odchodu ruskych vojsk z
vnitrozemi Gruzie byly Abchazie i Jizni Osetie okupovany Ruskem. Jejich obyvatelé ziskali ruské
obcanstvi a Rusko je uznalo jako nezévislé zemé¢. Jiz v roce 2006 pro n€ Rusko vytvofilo Spolecenstvi
pro demokracii a lidskd prava (CDHR) jako ramec pro jejich piidruzeni k organizacim pod vladou
Moskvy: Eurasijskému hospodarskému svazu (EAEU), Organizaci Smlouvy o kolektivni bezpecnosti
(CSTO) a Spolecenstvi nezavislych statt (CIS).

Pies vSechny tyto formalni kroky Ruska smérem k nezéavislosti Abchazie je jeho prakticka politika
typicky ruska. V Abchazii je ufednim jazykem i vyucovacim jazykem ve Skolach rustina. Abchazsky
jazyk, jimz mluvi vétSina obyvatel zem¢&, ma jen status vyuCovaciho predmétu, podobné jako cizi
jazyky. Piestoze Abchazové tvofili spoleéné se severokavkazskymi Kabardy, Cerkesy, Abaziny,
Adygejci a Sapsugy vétsi éerkesky narod, ktery uméle rozkouskoval az Stalin, jejich déti se ve $kolach
nesmé&ji ucit o ruské genocidé Cerkest v letech 1864-70, které padlo za obé&t’ asi 800 000 lidi, tedy tii
ctvrtiny Cerkeského naroda. Ani se o ni nesmi mluvit vetejn€, prestoze se jedna o nejveétsi déjinnou
udalost naroda. Rusko tedy formalné mluvi o nezavislosti, ale ve skutecnosti provadi asimilaci téchto
podmanénych nérodi.

Podobny je i vztah Ruska ke Krymskym Tatarim. Krymska autonomni republika vznikla v fijnu 1921
jako autonomie pravé Krymskych Tatarti. Sovétsky zakon o obnoveni autonomie Krymu z biezna 1991
piimo stanovil, ze se jedna o obnoveni autonomie zrusené v cervnu 1945, tedy v dusledku vyhnani



Krymskych Tatarh v kvétnu 1944. Piesto si Rusové tato autonomni prava Krymskych Tatart
pfivlastnili. Ve zmanipulovaném referendu v bieznu 2014 rozhodli o pfipojeni k Rusku bez toho, aby
respektovali nazor voleného organu Krymskych Tatarti, MedZlisu, ktery ptipojeni k Rusku odmital. Po
anexi Krymu k Rusku jsou ptedstavitelé Krymskych Tatarti stthani Putinovym rezimem.

11)Jak by méla EU eliminovat vliv a mékkou silu Ruska?

Evropska unie by méla podporit sebevédomi a ekonomickou silu zemi stfedni a
vychodni Evropy, a to zejména Ukrajiny a Recka, které maji nejvétsi vliv na eliminaci
mékké sily Ruska. Méla by co nejvice a nejrychleji integrovat Srbsko a dalsi
pravoslavné zemé Balkanu a poskytnout maximalni bezpeénostni garance Gruzii. Také
by méla podporit kulturni sebevédomi slovanskych a pravoslavnych narodu v
Evropské unii, aby se staly méné vnimavé vici mocenskym ambicim Ruska.

Zvlastni pozornost vénuje ruska propaganda tfem skupinam zemi, které jsou tak vice zranitelné vuci
ruskym expanzivnim snaham, zejména ruské mekké sile.

Prvni skupinou jsou zemé slovanskeé, které ruské propaganda laka prostfedky panslavismu. Patii sem
Cesko, Slovensko, Bulharsko, Severni Makedonie, Srbsko, Cerna Hora, Chorvatsko, Bosna a
Hercegovina, Slovinsko, Ukrajina a Polsko.

Druhou skupinou jsou zemé pravoslavné, které jsou ldkany tvrzenim, Ze je hodnoty Evropy a Zapadu
jsou v rozporu s pravoslavim. Patii sem Recko, Kypr, Rumunsko, Moldavie, Gruzie a slovanské
pravoslavné zemé jako Srbsko, Cernd Hora, Bulharsko, Severni Makedonie a Ukrajina. Patii sem i
Arménie, pfestoze to neni pravoslavna, ale orientalné ortodoxni zeme.

Tteti skupinou jsou zemé, které se v prubchu 20. stoleti oddélily od Ruské fiSe nebo Sovétského svazu
a Rusko jim slibuje moznost vyuzivat idajn€ neomezené ptirodni zdroje zeme za vyhodnych podminek.
Patti sem Finsko, Estonsko, Loty$sko, Litva, Polsko, Ukrajina, Moldavie, Gruzie, Arménie a
Azerbajdzan. Patii sem i zemg, které byly k Sovétskému svazu piipoutany svazky VarSavské smlouvy
a Rady vzajemné hospodaiské pomoci, jako je Madarsko, Polsko, Cesko, Slovensko, Rumunsko,
Bulharsko nebo Albanie.

V téchto zemich ma Rusko vyhodu, Ze velka ¢ast populace nasloucha apelu ruské propagandy a je
ochotna spolupracovat jak v prosazovani ruskych hospodarskych zajmi, tak v aktivni Gcéasti v
politickych uskupenich, které napomahaji jeho zajmum. Eliminace ruské mékké sily je dulezita zejména
ve dvou rovinach.

Prvni rovinou je sebevédomi obyvatel slovanskych a pravoslavnych statti v Evropské unii a na jejich
hranicich. Tady hraje dalezitou roli ekonomicky uspéch. Jsou Ctyfi kliCové zemé regionu stfedni a
vychodni Evropy: Polsko, Recko, Ukrajina a Srbsko. Polsko a Recko proto, Ze to jsou regionalni
mocnosti: Polsko je nejmocngjsi slovanskou zemi a Recko je nejvlivngjsi pravoslavnou zemi. Jejich
vliv na ostatni zemé regionu je velky a jejich netspéch by znamenal zhrouceni vychodniho kiidla
Evropské unie. Také tésné vazby Polska na USA a Recka na Rusko a Cinu by mohly znamenat hrozbu
pro soudrznost EU. Ukrajina je ze vSech zemi regionu (neuvazujeme-li o Bélorusku) historicky a
kulturné nejblizs§i Rusku a na aspéchu jeji narodni revoluce zavisi schopnost nebo neschopnost Ruska
aktivné vstupovat do regionu. Srbsko je zase jedinou zemi, kterd zazila po skonceni Studené valky
vojenskou konfrontaci s Evropou a se Zapadem. Proto je jeho loajalita viici Evropé nejmensi ze vSech
zemi regionu a existuje hrozba, ze by v pfipadé vaznéjsi krize Srbsko mohlo jako prvni iniciovat vinu
odchodt vychodnich zemi z Unie. I proto mu musi byt vénovana zvlastni pozornost.



Z toho duvodu je dulezité posilit Ukrajinu, ktera okupaci Donbasu ptisla o jadro své ekonomiky, a
Recko, které sice prekonalo dluhovou krizi, ale je stéle extrémné zadluzené. Vyznamna ast evropskych
investic, zejména do primyslu, by tak méla smérovat pravé na Ukrajinu a do Recka. Srbsko je zase
potfebné co nejrychleji a nejtésnéji integrovat do evropskych politickych, ekonomickych a
bezpecnostnich struktur, aby bylo co nejméné zavislé na Rusku.

Druhou rovinou je kulturni uznani obyvatel regionu, aby nepodléhalo kulturnimu vabeni Ruska. Je tfeba
zdtraziiovat, 7e¢ duchovnim centrem pravoslavi neni Rusko, ale Recko a Konstantinopol. Ze
historickym centrem slovanské statnosti také neni Rusko, ale Morava na ¢esko-slovenském pomezi,
bulharska Pliska a Preslav, polské Gniezno a ukrajinsky Kyjev. Ze celkovy poéet obyvatel i ekonomické
sila slovanskych nebo pravoslavnych zemi, které jsou ¢leny, kandiduji nebo hodlaji kandidovat na
Clenstvi v Evropské unii, se vyrovna poc¢tu obyvatel Ruska. V rdmci Evropské unie by se slovanské a
pravoslavné zemée stiedni a vychodni Evropy mély spole¢né€ emancipovat tak, aby vytvotily kulturni a
duchovni odkaz euro-slovanstvi a euro-pravoslavi, ktery neni na Rusku zavisly a ktery by sam
dokazoval vyzatovat mékkou silu vii¢i Rusku, at’ uz z hlediska svého ekonomického sebevédomi, tak z
hlediska respektu k lidské diistojnosti, svobod¢, vlade prava a demokratickému vladnuti.



